
REGULAR MEETING 
TOWN OF WAYNESVILLE 
PUBLIC ART COMMISSION 
5:30 P.M. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2007 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  MIKE GILLESPIE, PHILAN MEDFORD, MARILYN 
SULLIVAN,  KAAREN STONER, KAREN KAUFMAN, CHRIS SYLVESTER 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  SARAH KUCHARSKI 

 
The mission of the Waynesville Public Art Commission is to engage the community and enrich public spaces 
through original art that celebrates Waynesville’s unique historic, cultural, natural and human resources. 
 
Chairman Mike Gillespie called the meeting to order at 5:35 P.M.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 8 AND APRIL 19, 2007 
Kaaren Stoner moves that the minutes be approved as read.  Noretta Taylor seconds. 
The minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
TASK FORCES 
 
PROJECTS  -  This task force did not meet since the last meeting; however, they have 
scheduled a meeting for tomorrow, Friday, December 14 at Town Hall to review the 
plans for the new Police Station with the idea of incorporating some original art within 
the plans that are being reviewed at this time. 
 
ARTIST RELATIONS -  Emails have been sent out in the call for artists and Kaaren 
Stoner will send these out a second time just as a reminder.  Jamie Cogdill at DWA has 
had five or six calls where she had to walk the people through the website information so 
there has been some concern about how clear the original call was.  In the second 
sending, the deadline will be emphasized.  There was discussion about whether or not to 
extend the deadline but it was determined that we would wait and see.  The task force 
will now be working on the contract that will be used with the selected artist and a 
checklist for evaluating submissions received.  They are using examples of contracts 
from several sources and will review their final document with the town attorney.   We 
talked about a possible listing of artists so that we could do a direct-mail campaign.  Fred 
Baker had been contacted to see if such a thing were available from Streetscapes but 
there has been no response to date. 
 
Kaaren Stoner read an email from Jeffrey York thanking us for our hospitality. 
 
COMMUNITY RELATIONS -  We had previously discussed whether or not there was a 
need for a “script” to be used by DWA in handling calls about the Art Commission and 
the call to artists.  Jamie Cogdill has been told that any questions should be referred to a 
member of the commission so it was determined that no script is necessary.  We did 
agree that it would be good if Jamie could keep a log of calls received so we have some 
idea of the type of problem encountered. 
 
In addition to the meeting tomorrow about the Police station, we talked about other 
capital improvement projects, in particular, the mini-park renovation.  This is being 



spearheaded by DWA so we asked Chris Sylvester, who is on that board, if she could find 
out details and how quickly we can be involved in that project. 
 
We talked about the need to keep several individuals outside of our commission informed 
about our proceedings so we will add Fred Baker, DWA and Kay Waldrop, Haywood 
County Arts Council to our mailing list for minutes and other information as needed. 
 
There is still concern about our tax deductible status and the exact process through which 
checks for contributions to art will be handled.  Mike Gillespie has made several attempts 
to contact Eddy Caldwell but has had no response. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
New Commission member suggestions.  Marilyn Sullivan reported that she had asked 
Donna Buckner if she would be interested in being a Commission member.  Donna is 
currently on the Projects task force.  Although she is quite interested, she has a conflict 
with the Thursday meeting time and could not change that for the foreseeable future. 
 
Noretta Taylor suggested Kevin Murphy and said he was very interested and would 
check the website for the application.  He is a former gallery owner and is very interested 
in community appearance. 
 
The minutes for the recent Jeffrey York meeting were emailed today. 
 
We discussed the brochure and whether it was time for a printing or do we hold off.  We 
decided that we need visibility in the community and that the brochure would be an 
excellent start.  Although we have no specifics on our first project, we can provide an 
insert in the basic brochure that tells what we know at this point and that when more 
detail is known, we will update the insert.  This would apply to future projects as well.  
We all agreed that we could not wait until the end of May when we will finalize the 
selection of artist for the project.   
 
We briefly discussed the selection committee that would be organized for selecting the 
artist for this project but details will be worked out later.  We also believe that a meeting 
with Jeffrey York that is open to the public would be beneficial.  The details of this will 
be worked out in our planning session Saturday. 
 
 
Philan Medford provided a handout outlining how endowments could be used to fund our 
operating expenses and that it should be part of our budget request in the spring.  She also 
wanted to have someone come from CFWNC to speak to us about endowments.  She 
stated that she felt $5000 to $10,000 could be requested from the town.  Philan stated that 
she has talked to Gavin Brown, Mayor of Waynesville and that he is up on endowments. 
After considerable discussion we concluded that this could best be covered in Saturday’s 
session in greater detail. 
 
We then discussed contacting other Boards and Commissions and how we could best 
approach these groups to let them know what we were all about and get them involved in 
our mission. 



 
Philan Medford said she had a list of the various Boards and Commissions that should be 
included and would email this information.  Considerable discussion followed regarding 
how to get on the agendas of these various groups and whether or not individuals from 
our Commission would be assigned to attend a meeting and provide information to that 
group.  There was concern about the consistency of the information provided and the 
timeframe involved.  We felt that to do this, we must have the brochure ready to give out 
to these groups. 
 
Kaaren Stoner made a motion that we proceed with printing of the brochure as soon as 
possible.  Noretta Taylor seconded.  All approved. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Kaaren Stoner moves that we adjourn.  Chris Sylvester seconds.  The motion was 
unanimously approved.  Meeting adjourns at 7:10 P.M. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be held at 5:30 P.M. January 10, 2008. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Chairman, Mike Gillespie 
 
 
 

Secretary, Marilyn Sullivan     


